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MOCKoLoGY. 1 

RESOLVED : That tiie above Tribute to the memory and 
worthiness of their late President be spread upon the Min- 
utes, and that a blank page therein be inscribed to his honor. 

RESOLVED : That a copy of this Tribute and these Reso 
lutions be prepared by the Secretary and sent to the Widow 
of the deceased, with assurance of the Society's deep feeling 
f( r her in her bereavement and affliction. 



Henry Alexander DeSaussure, a member of the South 
{ !arolina Historical Society, died at his home in Charleston, 
S. C, on Sunday, November 29, 1903, at noon, after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. 

He was- the eldest son of Gen. Wilmot G. and Martha 
\Gourdin) DeSaussure and was born in Charleston, August 
12, 1851. He was graduated from the College of Charleston 
in 1872 and almost immediately thereafter began the study 
of law. Admitted to the Bar in 1874, he became a partner 
with his father and the old law firm again became "DeSaus- 
sure & Son", and so continued until the death of Gen. De- 
Saussure in 1886. In January, 1887, Mr. DeSaussure was 
appointed Assistant United States District Attorney under 
the Hon. LeRoy P. Youmans and Judge Simonton, and held 
the office until the close of President Cleveland's first admin- 
istration. In that position, as in his private practice, he 
gave the most careful study to cases, and worked with extra- 
ordinary assiduity and industry. 

Mr. DeSaussure from early manhood was devoted to Free 
Masonry. He was Past Master of Union Kilwinning Lodge, 
:\o 4; Past Venerable Master of Delta Lodge of Perfection ; 
Past Wise Master of Bnist Chapter, No. 1, Rose Croix, and 
32-Degree Knight Commander of the Court of Honor. 

When Charleston had to look to her citizen soldiery for 
protection, Mr. DeSaussure was an entlrasiastre militiaman, 
and succeeded the late Capt. F. W. Dawson in command of 
the Washington Artillery. 

Sprung from diw+iuynished Huguenot ancestry, Mr. De- 
Saussure inherited a keen interest in family annals, and was 
one of the most accomplished and accurate genealogists in 
the South. He recognized the intimate connection of genea- 
olo»v with history and biography, and his published re 
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searches, as well as a vast amount of data and documents 
bearing on local history and genealogy, which he has left 
behind, an- of great interest mtk] value. He was one of the 
V ice- Presidents of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina, 
and a member of the Cincinnati and the St. Andrews 
Society. 

Probably the oldest law office in the South closed with 
the death of this scholarly Charlestonian. His great-grand- 
father, Chancellor Henry William DeSaussure, had an of- 
fice on Broad Street. Almost a century ago his grandfather, 
Henry A. DeSaussure, began the practice of the profession 
at what is now known as 23 Broad Street ; his father, Gen. 
Wihnot G. DeSaussure, during his whole professional life, 
studied and worked in the same rooms, and there he himself 
"scorned delights and lived laborious days" ever since he 
was "called to the Bar." 

"Passionate for ancient truth, and honoring with religious 
love the great of elder times". Mr. DeSaussure inherited the 
courtly manners and high ideals of his forbears, unfitting 
him, perhaps, in a measure, for supreme success in this age 
of sharp commercial and professional competition. His 
friends will never forget his many kindnesses and attentions 
which received a fresh charm from the gracious manner in 
which they were tendered, and his family will ever cherish 
his life-long devotion to their interests. 

Mr. DeSaussure never married. His venerable mother, 
three sisters and two brothers, Dr. P. Gourdin DeSaussure 
and Mr. John Boone DeSaussure, survive him. 



